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Hello again and welcome CHRISCROSS people. 

When I was young, during my early years schooling, I often dreamed of life where there 

was no school, where I could just do as I wished and whenever I wanted! I wished that life 

could really be one lovely, long holiday. Have you heard anyone say, ‘The other man’s 

grass is always greener, the sun shines brighter on the other side’? It can mean you are not 

happy with all you have and envy others for what they have. 

Later in my life there was a pop song called ‘The Other Man’s Grass is always Greener’, 

which questions this thought and says we should be grateful for what we’ve got. Now 

Lockdown for us all has perhaps brought my dream into perspective and I can now better 

appreciate that it is not so good to be away from school, church and friends for so long.  

We should be grateful for all we have, family, homes, toys and games, but more 

particularly appreciate the love of family and friends, who we can still speak with by 

telephone, skype etc and of course God, who we can always speak to in prayer. 

This edition of CHRISCROSS at HOME has again been put together by people who have 

love for CHRISCROSS and all those connected with it. You will find out about a couple of 

chaps who were in serious Lockdown and how they dealt with it. Enjoy the features and 

remember those who love you (and tell them you love them!)  

Mike 

 

The contributors to this CHRISCROSS AT HOME are: 

                             
              Mike and Carole                Jeannette                   Isobel                     Rachael 

                  
                                                 Kerry                             Jackie 

 

We will be remembering all of you in our prayers – please don’t forget to say yours.  

 

Perhaps when you have your tea you might like to use the 1,2,3,4,5 prayer that we use at 

CHRISCROSS before we have tea.  

 

 

 



 

Paul and Silas stayed in Philippi for a while.  One day as they walked to a place 

by the river to meet for prayer a slave girl began to shout, “These men are 

servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” She 

followed Paul and Silas around for many days. 

This slave girl was not a believer and did not have the Holy Spirit living inside 

her heart.  She had an evil spirit living inside her.  The evil spirit enabled this 

slave girl to predict the future.  Her owners made a lot of money from this 

slave girl because many people paid them to have her tell them their future. 

The Holy Spirit enabled Paul to realize that it was time to put a stop to what 

the slave girl was doing. 

Try to imagine what it would be like to be in Philippi sharing the Good News with 

others.  A person who is known as someone who predicts the future is following 

you around as a shouting billboard telling others that you are servants of the 

Most High God.  Was the shouting causing people to want to listen to the 

message Paul had to share or was the shouting causing people to focus on the 

slave girl?  The Holy Spirit empowered Paul to command the evil spirit 

controlling the slave girl to leave and in Jesus’ Name the evil spirit obeyed and 

left the girl.  

The slave girl had been set free and was no longer controlled by this evil spirit.  

This was a good thing but her owners were not very happy with what Paul had 

done.  Her owners made lots of money from this slave girl.  Now that she was 

not able to tell the future, they weren’t going to be able to make money.  This 

made them very angry with Paul and Silas. 

Enraged they grabbed Paul and Silas, dragged them into the market place and 

brought them before the rulers of the city.  They told the authorities, “These 

men are causing trouble for our city because they are Jews and are telling 

others about things which we Romans are not able to accept or follow.” 

The leaders tore off Paul and Silas’ robes and commanded that that they be 

beaten.  The crowd joined in the attack against them and beat them with rods.  

They hit them with these rods many times and then threw them into prison. 

The leaders commanded the man in charge of the prison to make sure that they 

were secure and could not get out.  When the jailer received the leaders’ 

orders, he took Paul and Silas far back into an inner prison that had no outside 

walls and put their feet into blocks of wood called stocks.  These stocks were 

two pieces of wood that would clamp down over the prisoner’s legs at the ankles.  

This type of imprisonment was meant for the most dangerous prisoners.  



Paul and Silas had open sores and blood on their bodies as they sat in their 

prison cell.  If you were Paul and Silas what do you think you would do as you lay 

there in the dark, cold cell?  They could have cried and said they wanted to go 

home.  They could have been angry and shouted how unfair their treatment was.  

Because both men were filled with the Holy Spirit they chose not to focus on 

their unfair treatment but chose to worship and praise God instead. All the 

other prisoners listened to them as they prayed and sang.  

While the prisoners were listening to the prayers 

and praises of Paul and Silas, they felt the ground 

begin to shake.   

The tremble turned into a great earthquake and 

the whole prison began to shake.  All the doors 

were opened and the chains fell off each and every 

prisoner. 

 

The jailer had fallen asleep but the shaking ground 

and noises of opening doors must have awakened 

him.  As he rubbed his eyes and looked and saw every door opened, fear struck 

his heart.  His job was to make sure the prisoners were securely locked into 

prison.  If one prisoner escaped, he would be killed.  When he saw the doors 

open he knew his life was over so he drew his sword and was ready to take his 

own life when Paul cried out with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, we are all 

here!” 

The jailer asked for a torch so that he could see and when he ran into Paul and 

Silas’ prison and saw that they were still there, he trembled and fell down 

before them.  

Paul and Silas spoke about Jesus and God to the jailer and all that lived in his 

house. The jailer believed in Jesus. This same jailer who had been rough with 

Paul and Silas earlier by throwing them into jail and locking their feet in stocks 

now wanted to do something kind for these men who had shared the Good News.  

He washed their wounds from where they had been beaten with rods.  

This was an exciting night!  Not only did the jailer get saved, but everyone in his 

family did too.  They were all baptized and went back to his house and had a 

meal and they all rejoiced that God had brought them the Good News through 

Paul and Silas. 



The disciple, Paul and his friend, Silas travelled around to different cities 

telling others about God’s love. 

Because they were in a different part of the country, in an area that had 

different laws and customs, there was a misunderstanding and these two men 

were beaten and thrown into prison. How scary would that be! 

Now here is an important lesson that we can apply to our own lives. When they 

found themselves in prison they may have been frightened and they were 

undoubtedly in pain from the beating. They probably were angry about what had 

happened to them, but they did something unexpected. 

The story tells us that “about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 

hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them”. 

Wow, that seems remarkable. These two men, even though they found 

themselves in a terrible situation, decided to pray and sing to God. They made a 

choice to turn to God and give thanks. They made the best of a bad situation. 

There may be times in your life that will be difficult. You may find yourself in 

an unfair or frightening situation. You may be feeling like this about lockdown 

and Coronavirus. At this time you can make an important decision––you can 

choose to “pray and sing to God.” You can decide to make the best of a bad 

situation. 

Unlike Paul and Silas, we are not in a jail, although we are ‘locked in’ with our 

families, we have technology which allows us to stay in touch with family and 

friends outside our home. Like Paul and Silas we know of God’s love for us and 

we know we can tell him if we are scared and frightened and ask him to give us 

strength and also give strength to anyone we know who needs it. 

 

 



 





 

 



 

         Rachael. 

Paper Chain – see following page 

Colour the words, cut out the strips and find the message from Jesus to you, 

before completing the paper chain. 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 





 



 


